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Welcome to the Winter issue of 


(3 


wa 
LEYS COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 
Sat 19th Dec 1998 


AT THE BARN, NIGHTINGALE AVENUE, BLACKBIRD LEYS 


DOORS OPEN AT 5PM. 
MAGIC MARTIN WILL BE ENTERTAINING THE CHILDREN WITH HIS FESTIVE MAGIC, 
PUPPETS, BALLOONS, AND VENTRILOQUISM FROM 5.30 TIL 6.30PM. 
FATHER CHRISTMAS HAS BEEN INVITED TO GIVE PRESENTS AT 6.30PM TO CHIL- 
DREN FROM 4 TO 14 YEARS. (UNDER 14s MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT). 
DISCO AND BAR FROM 7PM TIL 11PM. SNACK BAR 
AVAILABLE. 

ADMISSION AT THE DOOR, £1.50 PER PERSON, 
CHILDREN UNDER 14: FREE, (INCLUDES PRE- 
SENT). 

Organised by the Farmstead Management Group with 
financial support from the Housing Consortium. 


FREE KIDS CHRISTMAS DISCO 


Mon 21st Dec 1998 - 7pm to 10pm 
at Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 


For age 7 plus. Kids under 7 welcome, but must be accompanied by an 
adult. Any adults wanting to help, please contact either Pauline at BLAP on 
Oxford 747704 or Sebastian at the Youth Centre on Oxford 396490. 


Minibus transport will be available there and back, if needed. Please contact Sebastian Johnson 
on Ox 396490 to book a place. 


Organised and funded by BLAP and Blackbird Leys Community Development Initiative 
and the Youth Service. 


Leys News is the Community Newsletter for Blackbird Leys 
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Residents Contributions 


This Newsletter is for YOU to use to announce your 
service or event. It is here to build links across the 
community; to help residents get in touch with inter- 
esting, informative and fun activities and events. 


The Editorial Committee are looking 
for more articles and letters. We'd 
also like cartoons, illustrations, and 
maybe some photos or poems. What 
do you want to see in this 
Newsletter? Tell us. There will be no 
charge for letters or articles from 
local residents, only appreciation. 


Advertisements 


This Newsletter reaches at least 
5,000 doormats. You can inform 
people about your service or event 
either with an advert or an insert. 
Prices vary depending on whether 
you are a profit-making organisa- 
tion or not. Also the size of the 
advert affects the price. The table 
below shows these prices: 


Profit-making Organisations 


£160 
&80 
£40 
£20 


Full Page 
1/2 Page 
1/4 Page 
1/8 Page 
or Inserts: £80 per 1000. 


Non-profit-making Organisations 


£80 
£40 
£20 
&10 


Full Page 
1/2 Page 
1/4 Page 
1/8 Page 
or Inserts: £40 per 1000. 


Write to: Carol Baxter 


c/o The Dovecote 
Nightingale Avenue 
Blackbird Leys 
Oxford, OX4 5BU 


The deadline for Issue 14 of 
Leys News is MARCH 5th. 


Issue 14 will be distributed in early April. 
You can send hand written contributions 
by post but please make sure it’s legible. 
If you are able, we ‘d like text-only files on 
disk. You can also send contributions by 
e-mail to: 

paul@vernify.i-way.co.uk 

We may edit any contributions received. 
We cannot guarantee to publish all letters 
sent in. The editorial committee can in no 
way accept responsibility for services sup- 
plied by our advertisers. For more infor- 
mation call Carol Baxter on 0410 
588349. 


e e e e 
Distribution Service 
Let Leys News take the stress and 
strain of making sure everyone in 
Blackbird Leys knows what you want 
them to know. 

Leys News offers a low cost distribution 
service to local businesses, organisations, 
etc. Leys News will distribute your flyers, 
leaflets, etc when needed at the following 
costs: 


£45 for 1,000 Leaflets or 
£22.50 for 500. 


To post 2nd class the cost would be £200 
for 1000. You would also have to pay for 
envelopes. For further information con- 
tact Carol Baxter on 0410 588349. 
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Editorial 


Welcome to the Christmas 1998 
Edition of Leys News. We hope that 
you all have a wonderful festive sea- 
son and look forward to a brand new 
year in 1999. 

Why not make your New Years resolu- 
tion to get involved in your local com- 
munity and become a member of the 
Leys News Editorial Board? If you're 
interested please call Carol Baxter 
on 0410 588349. 

A big THANKS and GOOD LUCK go 
out to Abena, Joanne and Carol for 
their energy and contributions to Leys 
News. 

(Company number: 3591512) 
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If you can help with translation, please call 
Carol Baxter on 0410 588 349. 
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THE FARMHOUSE 


OPENING TIMES FOR 
HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
TENANTS 


The farmhouse is open from 9am tolpm 
and from 2pm to 5pm Monday to Friday. 
Ealing Family Housing Association staff 
will not be available after 12 noon on the 
first Wednesday of each month. Oxford 
citizens Housing Association staff will not 
be available until 2pm on the first 
Wednesday of the month. 


The Farmhouse will be closed for the 
Christmas holiday from 1pm on 24th 
December, and reopens on 4th January 
1999 at 9.00am. 


If you would like to see your Housing 
Officer PLEASE make an appointment 
wherever possible by phoning: OCHA: 
714509, EFHA: 712244, CHERWELL: 
722711 or 717210 on Mondays 2 - 
5pm. 


FREE TRAINING 


TO WORK AT 
BLACKBIRD LEYS 
ADVICE CENTRE 


Are you interested in voluntary advice 
work, would like to take part in compre- 
hensive training in interviewing skills, 
advising clients on a broad range of 
issues, and helping clients to find solu- 
tions? 

Are you interested in training in skills 
related to advice work or clerical / recep- 
tionist work, and would like to become 
involved in the day-to-day running of a 
busy advice centre as a volunteer? 
We offer free independent, impartial and 
confidential advice and information. If 
you would like an information pack on 
volunteer opportunities and training, 


Please contact 
Helen or Agnes at Blackbird Leys 
Advice Centre, 96 Blackbird Leys Road, 
or telephone Oxford 770206 
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Bus Service Doubled 


The Oxford Bus Company has recently 
doubled the number of buses serving the 
new part of Blackbird Leys by increasing 
the frequency of their Cityline 51/51A 
service. Buses now run every 15 min- 
utes from the new part of Blackbird Leys 
into Oxford City Centre. 


Two buses per hour run as Cityline 51 
via Blackbird Leys, Cowley Centre and 
the Cowley Road every 30 minutes. 
These leave Elder Way at 28 & 58 past 
each hour. 


Two buses per hour run as Cityline 51A 
via Watlington Road, through Oxford 
Business Park and onto the Cowley 
Road. These leave Elder Way at 14 & 44 
minutes past each hour. 

Timetables (which include a route map 
of the new part of Blackbird Leys) are 
now available from Company offices at 
395 Cowley Road, and Gloucester Green 
Bus Station. For times and fares infor- 
mation telephone Ox. 785400. 


Jonathan Radley 


Lunch Club and 


Gardening Club 

Anyone interested in joining infor- 
mal discussions with a view to set- 
ting up an older persons’ lunch 
club at the Clock House, and a 
Gardening Club for Blackbird Leys, 
please contact Glyn Hazell at: The 
Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 5BU. 
Telephone 712244, 


GIRL GUIDES 


It is planned to start a Blackbird 
Leys Guides division at the end of 
February or beginning of March 
1999. Adult helpers are needed. If 
interested, please contact Jackie 
Cowley on Ox 717811. 
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Parish Council News 


The Council agreed to fund the running 
costs and social events to the tune of 
£6,000 per year at the Youth Club this 
follows the success of the summer holi- 
day projects, which involved 200 young 
people. The motion was passed 5 to 3. 
There is to be a new police office in the 
Clockhouse. Details to be announced 
shortly. 


Hopes for a new Doctors Surgery on the 
new estate were temporarily dashed 
when the East Oxford Practice showed no 
interest. 


Roman Kilns have been found on several 
sites on the new estate. There are plans 
to build a shop on a part of the City 
Farm site which is being wound up. 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 
ADVENTURE 
PLAYGROUND 


Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground at Cuddesdon Way are 
planning to extend their successful 
and fun filled play scheme for 7 to 
16 year olds to include evening ses- 
sions in the new year. They need 
enthusiastic volunteers to help out. 
Please telephone Ox 747704 for 
details 

BLAP will close for the Christmas 
break from Monday 21st 
December and will reopen on 
Monday 4th January 1999. 
Everyone at BLAP wishes you a 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW 
YEAR. 

Everyone at BLAP says a BIG 
THANK YOU to all the kids who 
have made the year such a great 
success and such fun. 
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Volunteers Needed!! 


Do you have a few spare hours a week? 
Are you interested in gaining some work 
experience? 

Would you like to develop your skills? 
Do you like meeting new people? 

If the answers to the above questions are 
yes, then the Oxford Mental Health 
Resource Centre wants you to help with 
a variety of projects such as administra- 
tion, advocacy, advice and information, 
fund-raising, advertising and publicity, 
and so on! Full training and support will 
be provided. 

If you are interested in volunteering 
for us, simply phone Liz or Ben on 
Oxford 728981 for a chat. 


Congratulations 


...to Dorothy Gibson - 90 years old on 
obtaining her certificate in “Making 
Friends with Computers”, a basic com- 
puter course. 


Zee 


Qs The Centre is in the library at Oxford College 
(Blackbird Leys site). It is open FREE of charge 
to adults (over 16) living in Oxfordshire, and 
helps students to improve their 


Open Learning Centre 


¢ English and study skills 
¢ Maths and 
¢ Basic computer skills 


@s Each student works independently on their 
own work programme. 


@s There are also courses in computing and 
English. 


@> We have a FREE creche on Wednesdays from 
9:30 to 11:30. 


Why not come and use us? 
@ 776334 or drop in to make an appointment. 


ABLE Open Learning Centre, Oxford College 
Blackbird Leys Precinct OXFORD OX4 5HN 
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Do you know 
about Credit 
Unions? 


Have you heard about the 
Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union? 

Have you answered no to either or both 
these questions, then read on. Credit 
Unions are where people in a given area 
get together to save together. They are 
run by the members themselves. Credit 


Unions are governed by law and have to 
be registered. 


The great thing about them is that you 
can save and also BORROW. Loans can 
be made to members at EXTREMELY 
LOW interest rates. If I borrow £100 and 
pay it back within one year, I will pay 
only £6.50 in interest. Because Credit 
Unions are run by the members, for the 
members its also a good way of getting to 
know people. 

Some years ago, a group 

began in Blackbird Leys that 

became a full Credit Union 

about 4 years ago. 

Membership is free to any- 

one living in the whole of 

Blackbird Leys, including 

Greater Leys and Frys Hill. 

To find out more about 

Blackbird Leys own com- 

munity bank call Jim 

Hewitt on 773098 or call 

in at any of the following col- 

lection points and speak to a 

member of Blackbird Leys 

Credit Union. 

Saturday 10.30 to 11.30 

Advice Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Monday 10 to 11 The 
Neighbourhood Centre, 1 Cuddesdon 
Way. 

Tuesday 11 to 11.45 Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre, Cuddesdon Way. 
Marion Delaney (founder member of 
Blackbird Leys Credit Union) 
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Opportunity! 


See action from your 
ideas and have your views 
heard. 


Forward looking, positive-thinking individuals 
needed to join the Blackbird Leys Farmstead 
Management Group Committee. 

The Farmstead Management Group are Blackbird 
Leys residents, together with housing association 
representatives, whose brief is to bring the com- 
munity buildings and facilities at the Farmstead, 
Nightingale Avenue into full use and enjoyment. 
Following the success of the annual Leys Fair and 
the setting up of the youth club in the Barn on 
Wednesday evenings, the group is now organising 
Christmas Parties on Saturday 19th December for 
children at 6pm - 7pm and Disco for adults, 7pm 
- llpm. 

Free creche facilities are provided in the Dovecote 
during the monthly meetings, which are both fun 
and productive as well as an opportunity to be 
more involved in your community. 

For more information please contact: Nathan 
Knight Tel. 395187. 
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The Frideswide School Steel Band 
at the successful Leys Fair, 26th 
September 1998. Photo: Al Cane. 
Plans are already beginning for 
next year’s fair. If you want to be 


involved contact Wendy Spray on 
712244. 
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Farmstead Management Group 


Annual General Meeting 1999 
Our aim is to help with managing HAVE YOUR SAY 


The Barn, The Dovecote (an WHAT DO YOU WANT TO HAPPEN IN 
under 8's building) & The Clock = your COMMUNITY BUILDINGS? 


House (for older people). The Farmstead Management Group Need 
These buildings are in Nightingale you to elect a CHAIRPERSON, TREA- 
Avenue on the new part of Blackbird SURER & OTHER KEY POSTS. 
Leys. We are a joint com- mulitmernibersininn 
s : p is open to 
eae ey ay e all individuals aged 18 and 
eee eee ee PLEASE COME TO | over who are tenants and 


sentatives. We generally - : 
meet on the firat Tuesday of THE THIRD residents of the Housing 


Sachasonih om G30). ANNUAL GENERAL Associations in the New 


Part of Blackbird Leys. 
8.00 p.m. at the Clock MEETING neseciate memberships 


nine (eee cene 10h OF THE FARMSTEAD | open to other interested 
under 12’s in The Dovecote. | MANAGEMENT GROUP | individuals. 

If you are interested in any AT THE CLOCK 
of this & would like to get HOUSE COMMUNITY 

involved or just know tore, | CENTRE FRY'S HILL. cn oer ee aa 
then contact the TUE 19TH JAN 1999 Spray, Tenant 

Chairper Saas 6.30-8.00 P.M. Participation Worker on 
Knight or COME TO THE | FREE CRECHE IN THE | Oxford 712244. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEET- DOVECOTE FOR Come and VOTE! 
ne UNDER 12'S : 


For a copy of the consti- 


MelepMOMeyNOterrsrccrsceesssscaeces ts eaeeeesdsereeee MElEPMOMENNO cpmeennustes-esnyseeenett ceseect sre cee sss 


Positions: Chair/Vice Chair/Treasurer/Secretary /Committee 
Member (4 places)/Associate Member Representative (2 places) 
[Please circle the relevant position] 

This form should be returned to Wendy Spray, Tenant Participation 
Worker, The Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
OX4 5BU by 12 noon Friday 15th January 1999. 


Nomination can be taken at the meeting if the positions have not been 
filled. 
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Leys Residents Association 


The Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys, OX4 5BU. Tel: 712244 


Your committee are: 
Chairperson: Misbah Rishi 
Vice-Chair: Nathan Knight 
Secretaries: Amanda Seymour 
and: Eugenia Ravens 
Treasurer: Nicqui Rowlands 


Here we are in the last quarter 
before the LRA AGM in February. 
Every home on the new estate 
will receive nomination forms 
and details in good time before- 
hand. 


Between now and then, we find ourselves 
currently without an active chairperson - 
Misbah Rishi is contending with other 
pressing issues at present, and Nathan 
Knight has been appointed as Ealing 
Family HA Caretaker, so he is no longer 
eligible to chair (Congratulations, 
Nathan!). 

For us, it is business as usual. The com- 
mittee members are strong enough to 
take up the slack and continue, and we 
continue to campaign for the betterment 
of the estate. 


We have been interested in a report writ- 
ten recently by Rob George, who has 
worked with numerous agencies on the 
estate, ourselves included, to identify 
problems and work towards solutions 
locally. We are also noting changes in law 
to deal with the more extreme elements 
of intimidation and harassment found on 
the estate. It is our wish, and our aim to 
clean up our house here in co-operation 
with the Housing Associations and Police 
with regard to the above and various 
drug dealers. I myself am a minority indi- 
vidual and have been the recipient of 
ignorant remarks and worse. We will see 
these people arrested, convicted, evict- 
ed.... whatever is most appropriate, and 
deliver the message that such behaviour 
is against tenancy agreements and not 
wanted here. 


We want to know if you are harassed or 
attacked by other residents by virtue of 
your race, religion, gender, disability, 
whatever! We are an equal opportunity 
organisation and will do what we can, in 
concert with the other agencies. Write to 
me at the Farmhouse, let me know what 
has happened - the details, and how it 
made you feel (OK, yes I am a therapist 
too). Together, we can work to make 
this estate a fit place for good people 
to live. ra 


Eugenia Ravens. 


Community 


Transport Project 


Blackbird Leys Community 
Development Initiative (CDI) and 
OCDA are working together to 
develop a Community Transport 
Project for the estate, covering the 
transport needs of a range of differ- 
ent people and local organisations. 


As part of this we will be running a 
series of pilot shopping trips in 
the run up to Christmas which will 
also provide a creche for those 
who need it. 

The purpose of the project will be 
to meet your transport needs, and 
so a series of questionnaires and 
consultation exercises will be 
undertaken in the next few 
months. We need local people to 
take part in this - so look out for 
questionnaires or information at 
local community buildings and 
public places or contact 


Joanne Willett at OCDA on Oxford 
772822 or Sebastian Johnson at 
Blackbird Leys CDI on Oxford 396490. 
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FRY’S HILL 


THE CITY COUNCIL IS SEEKING 
YOUR VIEWS ON THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF A NEW PARK AT FRYS 
HILL. A SKETCH OF THE POSSI- 
BLE LAYOUT IS SHOWN BELOW. 


FEATURES OF THE NEW DEVEL- 

OPMENT INCLUDE: 

1 A SMALL GARDEN WITH SEATS FOR 
QUIET RELAXATION 

2 A PLAY AREA FOR YOUNGER 
CHILDREN 

3 A BMX AND SKATEBOARD AREA FOR 
TEENAGERS 

4 A MULTI-SPORT ALL WEATHER PITCH 

5 A SITTING AREA FOR TEENAGERS 

6 TENNIS COURTS 

& LANDSCAPING AND TREE PLANTING 


A SKETCH OF THE POSSIBLE 
LAYOUT IS SHOWN BELOW: 


NUMBERS CORRESPOND TO NUMBERED 
LIST ABOVE. 
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CITY FARM SITE 


THE CITY COUNCIL WOULD LIKE 
TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR IDEAS 
FOR THE CITY FARM SITE. IT 
MAY BE POSSIBLE TO COMBINE 
TWO OR MORE DIFFERENT PRO- 
JECTS WITHIN THE AREA. 


SUGGESTIONS RECEIVED SO 

FAR INCLUDE: 

¢ AN 8 TILL LATE SHOP 

e¢ CRAFT WORKSHOPS IN THE AISLED 
BARN 


e A SOFT LANDSCAPING AND NURSERY 
BUSINESS 

e A HEALTH CENTRE 

e A COMMUNITY BUILDING ESPECIALLY 
FOR UNDER 8s 

e ACOMMUNITY BUILDING ESPECIALLY 
FOR TEENAGERS 

e AN ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE 


Northfield Brook 
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LET DAVID STEEL 
AT OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


KNOW WHAT YOU THINK. TEL: OX. 252538. 
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THE BARN 
YOUTH 
PROJECT 


AGES 9 -16 AT 


NIGHTINGALE AVENUE. 

e Create your own dance routine 
e Make your own music 

¢ Information and advice 

¢ Develop your own project 

e Arts and crafts 

¢ Tuck shop 


Wednesdays 
7.30-9.30 pm 


You can come along to any of the 
projects / activities on offer or you 
can devise your 
own. Anyone 
who is eleven 
years old or 
under will have 
to be picked up 
at 8.45 pm bya 
parent / 
guardian or 
they can be 
taken home by 
an older broth- 
er or sister. 
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Are YOU interested in 
Learning 


CARPENTRY 
JOINERY or 
BUILDING 
CRAFTS ? 


Why not take the opportunity 


to train with OCDA in Oxford. 
We are offering a FREE training 
course in Carpentry and Joinery 
or Building Crafts. 
You will get: 
¢ Four days training per week. 
¢ Allowance for travelling expenses. 
e Free protective clothing and tools. 


If you are interested 
then please ring Judith 
on Ox 772822. 


CAMPING a eerneor LIFE SUPERSTORE 


FRAME TENTS 
DOME & RIDGE 
TENTS 


CARAVAN AWNINGS 


CAMPING & CARAVAN 
ACCESSORIES 


OUTDOOR 
ACTIVE 


WALKING BOOTS, CUTDOCOR 
CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT 


EAS TO Fl N D an 
OWN FREE Jane 
orrasite SFPBRIOCE H car park MS 


426 ABINGDON ROAD OXFORD 01 865 246651 
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Blackbird Leys Pre-School Partnership 
Here are four Pre-schools in your area who have vacancies for 
3 - 5 year olds. Please call these numbers to make enquiries: 


WY, Mp 
z = ~ 


‘Rainbow Playgroup 
Gia Jubilee Hall, Sorrell Rd 
Telephone 01865 717758 


‘Family Support Guise 
@ Holy Family Church 
Telephone 01865 779584 


‘Blackbird Leys Practoal? \ Shepherds Hill Preschool 
‘l Moorbank tig, Dovecote Centre, Nightingale Ave. 
Telephone 01865 747166 Telephone 01865 779504 


Calling all Workers and Carers 
with Children under 8 


Blackbird Leys Under 5’s and Families Workers Group 
meets regularly to share news, information and ideas. 
It acts as a support group for members. It’s also the 
group which put on the Under 8’s Fair every summer. 


The last meeting was on: 
Tuesday 1st December 3.45 for 4.00 til 5.00pm 
At The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys. 
Meetings will be approximately monthly there after. 


Free Creche and Refreshments 


We'd love to see you. 
Telephone Rosemary Knagg on Ox. 428096 for more details. 
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Are your 


TOU, the people who live 
in this community 
are being talked abourt....- 
. Organisations in 
the area 
have money 
aA to spend on 
' YOUR community 
put of gold, /How do you think 
~ it should be spent? 
wt buying? iS a consultation with local people. 
We want local people to tell us what they think. 


Who do 2 eee of ce eee pol ag ” Expenses (up to £12) will be paid 
we want? cauinsiicss ee i ply inch weit 


Monday (4th & Tuesday 15th December 230-245 
Monday 25th & Tuesday 26th January» se conn 
Monday 24nd & Tuesday 23rd February « v= <onsrmes 
at BLACKBIRD LEYS 

LEISURE CENTRE 


i If you would like to come to one of these days, 
neoansecs please phone Blackbird Leys CDI on 01865 717701 
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WE NEED TO KNOW YOUR VIEWS !!! 
A number of groups and organisations that work on Blackbird 
Leys urgently need your views to either improve their services to 
you or make sure that they are providing what you want. 
Enclosed with this edition of Leys News is a short questionnaire 
produced by several local groups - please fill it in - it could win 


you a £50 shopping voucher. 


YOU CAN ALSO HAVE YOUR SAY IN OTHER WAYS: 


COMMUNITY PLANNING: 


Work is currently underway to find out 
exactly what people who live and work in 
Blackbird Leys like and dislike about the 
area, what they think about the services 
they use, and what they think is needed 
to improve the quality of life here. 


To get your views heard please fill in the 
enclosed questionnaire or call Sue 
Cooper on 712244, or write to her at 
the Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue or 
email her: sue.cooper@efha.org.uk 


Blackbird Leys Advice Centre would 
like to hear about your view of the ser- 
vice they provide or what sort of advice 
service you'd like to see. Contact Helen 
on 770206 or call into the Advice Centre, 
96 Blackbird Leys Road 


Oxford City Council want to hear your 
views about how the former City Farm 
site and the leisure/park area to the west 
of Windale School should be used. Ideas 
from local people already include: shop, 
health centre, BMX track and play areas. 
Either write or phone David Steel, 109- 
113 St Aldates (tel: 252538) see page 9. 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Development Initiative and Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre have obtained 
money from the European Social Fund to 
support many local projects for children 
and families. They'd like to know more 
about what you think about local ser- 
vices for children, about the Family 
Centre and what is needed in the future. 
Either come to their consultation days 
“Are your ears burning” (see advert 
opposite) or call Tracey on:717701 or 
Pete on: 773263. 


THIS 
IS YOUR CHANCE 
TO HAVE YOUR 
SAY! 


They’re new, they’re fun and 
they’re coming to Blackbird Leys: 


FOCUS GROUPS 


A chance for you to SPEAK OUT about 
a range of issues that affect your life. 


Air your views about: 

° Local facilities 

e Youth provision 

e Advice services 

e Health services 
e Education 
e Transport 

e Services for older people 
° or simply about life locally 


Focus groups will be held locally, take 
no more than 2-hours of your time, 
and will be run at times to suit the 

majority of those interested. 

A chance to have your say, meet peo- 
ple, and influence local service 
providers. 

For more details or to book your 
place call Sue at Ealing Family: 
712244 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS REDEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE 
SINGLE REGENERATION BUDGET 


Building 
Maintenance 
Training 


The Building Maintenance Training con- 
tinues at the Oxfordshire Co-operative 
Development Agency (OCDA) training 
Centre. 

There continues to be a steady flow of 
trainees onto the site as well as those 
trained into jobs. Congratulations to all 
those trainees who have completed 
the course and gone on to find jobs. 


Building Maintenance Courses are on a 
roll off, roll on basis. This means as one 
trainee finishes another starts. Trainees 
are working towards an NVQ qualifica- 
tion. Even if you wish to find training 
that is not NVQ please contact me. I am 
currently helping someone find training 
who wants to become a cabinet maker. 
We are here to help anyone from 
Blackbird Leys. So if you want to work 
towards an NVQ in building mainte- 
nance/carpentry & joinery or would like 
information about any other training call 
Judith at OCDA on Ox. 772822. 


Care Training 


The last training for Adult Care Nurses 
delivered in partnership with Oxfordshire 
Social Services finished earlier this year. 
Another course will be starting soon. 
Trainees work towards achieving accredi- 
tation in NVQ Level 2 in Care. Trainees 
who complete the course go on to find 
jobs. 

A new nursing home will be opening in 
January 1999 on the new part of 
Blackbird Leys and those care trainees 
who complete the course are guaranteed 
an interview. 

If you are interested in adult care 
please contact Judith at OCDA or 
Pearl Flannagan on Oxford 854420. 


Community Business 
Update 


Congratulations!! need to go out to all the 
voluntary directors of BCE Limited which 
was incorporated officially as a 
Community Business on October 5th. 
They have an office on Cuddesdon Way 
and have begun cleaning premises owned 
by Ealing Family Housing Association. 
The ‘Introduction to Community Business 
Management’ course started on November 
26th with a good group of learners. If the 
course is successful we may consider run- 
ning it again. So if you think that it is some- 
thing that you might be interested in please 
call me. 

During December we will be running a series 
of pilot Community Transport schemes for 
local people on the estate. See page 8 for fur- 
ther details. We will provide creche facilities 
for those who need it and will be offering a 
range of different shopping and activity 
excursions. We are hoping that these will 
lead to a full Community based transport 
scheme for the estate, so if you have any 
suggestions for transport yourself, please call 
us and let us know what you need. 


To discuss any of these invitations or a 
potential community business idea, 
please call Joanne Willett on Oxford 
772822 


Tenants are in the driving 
seat at the new Pegasus 


Court Development. 


The Pegasus Court flats (in Pegasus 
Road, at the end of the park) were demol- 
ished in August and the new buildings 
are going up rapidly. The first ones 
should be ready by April 1999, and the 
whole development is expected to be fin- 
ished by December. There will be 42 
houses and 27 flats altogether, built 
and rented out by Ealing Family 
Housing Association. This includes 12 
flats in the Young Builders Project, in 
which young people receive training in 
construction and build their own homes. 


——E———a = 
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Ealing Family is aiming to get a Tenant 
Management Organisation going at the new 
development. This means that tenants will 
form a board (a type of formal committee) 
and will enter into a management agreement 
with Ealing Family. The Tenant Management 
Organisation will be given a budget in order 
to manage some or all of the housing man- 
agement tasks, such as organising care tak- 
ing, repairs, cleaning, gardening and rent 
collection. They may take on and manage an 
employee to carry out some of this work. 

The tenants involved will receive training, 
and they will get help with developing a man- 
agement agreement and deciding which tasks 
they would like to manage. 

The Young Builders will be given tenancies 
of the flats they are building. The Council 
will nominate applicants from its waiting list 
for the rest of the new properties. We hope 
that nominations will be made some time 
before the homes are finished, so that we can 
start working with future tenants on training 
and planning the Tenant Management 
Organisation. This would allow future ten- 
ants to have some choice in the finishes to 
their homes. 


A New 


Blackbird*Leys Community 
Enterprise Ltd 


‘Creating Local Ssiencoment 
Company Number: 3644240 


To undertake cleaning ee 
general maintenance for 


organisations and 
individuals in and Hf 
around the estate. 

Call for a Free 
Quotation Now 


Winter 1998/99 


We expect to produce a publicity leaflet about 
the new houses and flats and the Tenant 
Management Organisation by mid-December. 
If you are interested you will be able to pick 
a leaflet up from Ealing Family office at The 
Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue. 


If you would like more information about 
this, please contact Becky Willis on Ox 
712244, 


These projects are supported by the 
Government's Single Regeneration Budget. 
Compiled by Julia Tomkins, Oxford City Council. 


Community Business 
for Blackbird Leys 


Are you interested in working 
for a company who will offer 
you a career in cleaning, with a 
good starting salary, good 
terms and conditions of 
employment and 

NVQ training? 

If so BCE Limited 

is now recruiting 

cleaning staff for contract 
cleaning locally. 

Starting salary 

£4.25 per hour. 

Flexible working hours. 


For further information about our 
services or to apply for a position 
please call Rebecca Radford on 
Ox. 458506. 
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Community Development Initiative 
Youth Project Update 


New Funding for the 


Youth Centre 


The plans to upgrade and develop 
the Youth Centre have been given a 
major boost by the news that The 
Sobell Foundation has offered 
funding of £100,000 and 
Whitbread in the Community a 
further £10,000. Both of these 
grants will go towards the 
£250,000 that we need to turn the 
centre into a high quality building 
with a lift, performance space, a 
music studio, meeting rooms, 
creche, computer room and cafe. 
In addition the City Council are 
funding the clean up and develop- 
ment of the front area of the build- 
ing. We need to raise the rest 
before we can proceed with all the 
works - we'll keep you informed. 
The Parish Council has recently 
agreed to fund maintenance, clean- 
ing, heating and lighting costs of 
the centre. They have generously 
agreed to give £4,000 a year until 
2002. In addition they are also 
going to give £2,000 for the next 
three years to be spent on projects 
during the summer and other 
school holidays. 


Community Transport 


Scheme 

We are working with OCDA to 
develop a community transport 
scheme on the estate. Further 
details about this project appear on 
page 8. 


Christmas party for kids 
We're organising a free kids disco 
and party with B.L.A.P. at the 
Youth Centre on Monday 21st 
December from 7 pm. Watch out 
for posters and publicity nearer the 
time and see front page. 


Outreach Project on the 


new part of the estate 
We've secured money to go towards 
employing a part-time youth 
worker to work with young peo- 
ple “on the streets” on the new part 
of the estate. We need to find a bit 
more money before we can employ 
someone. Unfortunately a recent 
grant application was unsuccess- 
ful. However, we will try to secure 
the money from another source. 


Ashmolean Museum to 
come to Blackbird Leys 


We have been in discussions with 
people from the Ashmolean 
Museum about bringing some of 
their incredible treasures to display 
in Blackbird Leys. We are hoping 
that this will happen in the sum- 
mer of next year and will be a great 
opportunity for local people to see 
hear and learn more about the 
museum and the stuff they have on 
display. We've only just started to 
discuss this but they seem keen. 
Watch this space for more details. 


If you would like to know more about 
the CDI’s Youth Project contact 
Sebastian Johnson on Ox. 396490. 
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ANGLICAN, BAPTIST, METHODIST, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 


CHURCHOFFTHESHOLY:FAMILY 


from The Revd. James Ramsay, Church House, 5 Cuddesdon Way, 


BLACKBIRD:LEYS 


Blackbird Leys, Oxford, OX4 5JH. 


Phone 01865 778728. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES: 


Carol Services by Candlelight 
Sunday 20th Dec at 7pm. 
Christmas Eve Midnight Communion 
Thursday 24th Dec at 11:30pm. 
Christmas Day Family Communion 
Friday 25th Dec at 10am. 


Holy Family Church (on the corner of 
Blackbird Leys Road and Cuddesdon 
Way) is the Anglican parish church for 


Blackbird Leys and the new Leys. We are 


also a Methodist, Baptist and United 
Reformed Church “Local Ecumenical 
Partnership”. Our members come from 


many different church traditions, and we 


seek to live out our faith in daily life and 


in community involvements, as well as in 


worship. 

Our regular Sunday morning 
Communion is at 10am and children 
are very welcome. 

Recently we have started a new informal 
evening service at 7pm on the first 
Sunday of each month. This is called 
Late-Night Opening, and refreshments 
are served afterwards. All are most wel- 
come. 


HEALTHY LIVING 
CENTRE 


The NEW OPPORTUNITIES LOTTERY 
FUND might provide cash to enable a 
‘Healthy Living’ project to be established 
at Blackbird Leys. Anyone interested in 
finding out more can phone David Steel 
at the City Council on: 252538. 


PEDLARS Ltd. 


The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Blackbird Leys, OXFORD OX4 5BU. 
Company Number: 2572307 


Pedlars at The Barn delivers to 
order, wrapped and trayed 
sandwiches, home made cakes 
and cookies as well as provid- 
ing daily baskets of prepared 
produce to local businesses and 
residents. 

Additionally, there are exciting plans to 
develop a community cafe at The Barn 
early in the New Year, offering “healthy 
eating fare. If you have any ideas about 
what the cafe should offer please let us 
know. 


The aim of Pedlars is to provide a support- 
ive working environment in a caring 
atmosphere. It is primarily for people 
recovering from mental health problems, 
but also for those with a range of learning 
and physical disabilities. 

If you know anyone who would benefit 
from work in a supportive environ- 
ment, please ring Georgina on Ox. 
712408 between 9.00am and 12.30pm 
any weekday morning. 
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The Cowley Training Centre is open for you... 
earn Now kills - half-price or freel 


Free computer courses for unwaged people 
Computers Don’t Bite Morning Course, 15th & 22th Jan, 9:30 - 12:30 
Internet First Steps Morning Course, 29th Jan & 5th Feb, 9:30 - 12:30 


Other beginners’ computer courses 

(50% discount for unwaged people or voluntary organisations 
In Touch with Computers, 11th Feb, 9:30 - 3:00, £40 

Essentials of MS Windows 95, 14th Jan, 9:30 - 4:30, £95 

Essentials of MS Word, 21st Jan, 9:30 - 4:30, £95 

Essentials of MS Excel, 28th Jan, 9:30 - 4:30, £95 


Cowley 

Training 
Centre 
aE Teer: 


Cowley, Oxford, OX4 2SR 
Tel: 01865-776876 


The Cowley Training Centre was 
opened in 1995 to make effective 
training available to local people 
and businesses. Easily accessible 
and only ten minutes’ walk from 
Blackbird Leys, the Centre offers 
short courses with friendly, profes- 
sional trainers in an attractive and 
relaxed environment. 


Beginners in computing are espe- 
cially welcome to come and learn 
the skills needed for many of 
today’s jobs. Just call Jo Sheridan 
to find out more. 


A partnership between Oxford 
City Council and Oxford College 
of Further Education. 


..Why not come and find out more? 
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The Cowley Training Centre is open for you... 
earn Now Skills - half-price or freel 


Free computer courses for unwaged people 
Computers Don’t Bite Morning Course, 15th & 22th Jan, 9:30 - 12:30 | 
Internet First Steps Morning Course, 29th Jan & 5th Feb, 9:30 - 12:30 


Other beginners’ computer courses | 
(50% discount for unwaged people or voluntary organisations 
In Touch with Computers, 11th Feb, 9:30 - 3:00, £40 

Essentials of MS Windows 95, 14th Jan, 9:30 - 4:30, £95 

Essentials of MS Word, 21st Jan, 9:30 - 4:30, £95 

Essentials of MS Excel, 28th Jan, 9:30 - 4:30, £95 


The Cowley Training Centre was 
opened in 1995 to make effective 
training available to local people 
and businesses. Easily accessible 
C owl ey and only ten minutes’ walk from 
’ Blackbird Leys, the Centre offers 
short courses with friendly, profes- 


Tra n n g een ae ae and 
C e n t re : Beginners in computing are espe- 


cially welcome to come and learn 
the skills needed for many of 
today’s jobs. Just call Jo Sheridan 
to find out more. 

7 Bobby Fryer Close 


A partnership between Oxford 
Cowley, Oxford, OX4 2SR City Council and Oxford College 


Tel: 01865-776876 Of Further Education. 


..Why not come and find out more? 
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BLACKBIRD BONANZA 


Since its inception on 29 May, the 

Blackbird Bonanza has grown from Winning Numbers up to 5th November are: 
strength to strength, with over 1200 
members currently within Blackbird 
Leys and Greater Leys. The Jackpot 
reached its half-way mark of £500 
on 25 September, after just 18 
weeks, and continues to grow. The 
Jackpot - GUARANTEED to be 50% 
of the gross weekly collection - is 

predicted to reach its maximum of ae 
£1,000 during next Spring. : 323.50 
Enquiries to (01865) 453934. - 375.50 
Net proceeds from the Bonanza support the ee) iets 
Pathway Workshop on Dunnock Way, a 439.00 
charity for the employment and training of 458.00 
disabled people. The Workshop produces a = 452.00 
full range of wooden garden and wildlife a 498.50 
products, supplied io garden centres 523.00 
throughout the region, and offer a FREE 516.50 
local delivery service for orders over £30. = 542.00 
They are also offering a MASSIVE 20% DIS- E 539.50 
COUNT for collected goods. The Workshop 5 ‘ 544.00 
welcomes visitors at any time. Tel: es agai 
(01865) 714111. = ; 


Jackpot 
Week Date Lucky No & 
29-May 1768 250.00 
5-Jun 1604 245.00 
12-Jun 1729 262.00 
19-Jun 152 271.50 
26-Jun 135 288.50 
3-Jul 1579 324.00 
10-Jul 1234 277.50 


OCONOUPWNHH 


Are you a qualified Would you ike to work 


ienced 2 | 
halons wale Community fr alocal, exile 
x 


: ad efit community 


Would you like to train organisation? 
in child care in order 

to join the community 

creche? 


Contact the Community Creche (Oxford) 
Margaret Lawes co-ordinator 
01865 776726 
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Football Club 


News 


Funding problems per- 

sist at Blackbird Leys 

Football Club, despite 

success on the pitch. 

Any local shop, businesses or individual 
with anything up to £500 to spare would 
be committing their money to a very 
worthwhile cause, keeping at least 38 
young lads in training for the present 
season. It would cost £240 for a 10 week 
block booking at the Leisure Centre. So 
far the club have been running on a week 
by week existence and have even been 
forced to miss a training session. 

The first team are 2nd in the R.T. Harris 
League winning four out of seven games. 
Delroy Thomas is top scorer with six 
goals. 

For more information ring our 
Chairman Andy Beal on Ox. 453666. 
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Sophia- The Infinite Circle 
In May 1994 Jimmy Fernandez, Bassist 
with the God Machine died of a brain 
tumor which was to signal the end of the 
post industrial Avant Garde Band, who 
at the time had gained a cult following 
and were about to release there 2nd 
album. More than four years on ata 
time when their influence on the music 
scene was being most felt, former T.G.M. 
vocalist Robin Proper-Sheppard releases 
the 2nd album by his present band 
Sophia. ‘The Infinite Circle’ like its pre- 
decessor ‘Fixed Water’ is as far removed 
musically from T.G.M. as you can get. 
Comparisons have been with the likes of 
‘Smog’ and ‘Swell’, but in truth they’re 
nearer to the Stripped-Bare honesty of 
Hank Williams. ‘The Infinite Circle’ is a 
stronger album than the Ist both lyrical- 
ly and musically and in ‘Bastards’ and 
‘The River Sons’ Robin has written two 
songs as equally intense as those by his 
former band album of the year for sure. 
By SB 


for a local, flexible, mobile, reliable and efficient service 


aX 


Contact the Community Creche (Oxford) 
Margaret Lawes co-ordinator on 01865 776726 
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Dear reader 
Letters Page Blackbird Leys Advice Centre would 


Leys News ‘ like to apologise to anyone who has been to 
The Dovecote as the Advice Centre recently and who has not 
Nightingale Avenue been able to see an advisor. We are currently 
Blackbird Leys very short-staffed due to illness and staff 
Oxford changes and it has not been possible to see 
OX4 5BU everyone who has come in. We have had to 
suggest in some instances that alternative 
advice agencies such as Citizens Advice 
Bureau or Oxfordshire Welfare Rights are 
pursued. We realise that 
this can involve consider- 
able inconvenience as 


HAVE YOU GOT COUNTY COURT “QM@ well as the added worry 


of not getting advice 

JUDGEMENT AGAINST YOU ? when it is needed and we 
very much regret having 
to do this. 


We are currently 
HAVE YOU BEEN REFUSED CREDIT ty undergoing a review to 
try to increase the ser- 

vice we can offer, and are 


ACT NOW wy now recruiting volunteers 
eve to train as advice work- 
ers, receptionists and 
clerical staff. Please see 


WE CAN HELP YOU CLEAR YOUR NAME J ise" 


WE CAN LEGALLY REMOVE CCJ’s NO haves Geacne tor 


example for an appeal, 


MATTER HOW MANY REGISTERED AT YOUR please contact us as 


early as possible to 


ADDRESS enable us to see you in 


time. 

Those of you who 
know Jacob, one of our 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE volunteer advisors, will 
be pleased to know he 
has moved on into a paid 
advisor post and we wish 
FOR MORE INFORMATION him all the best. 

We hope that our 

difficulties are only short 
C ALL term and we would 

appreciate your under- 
standing during this 


C.G. CREDIT RESTORING SERVICES time. 


01235 848506 A er 
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Useful Numbers 


General 
Abandoned vehicles. These are a danger to our 
children. Telephone Environmental Health 
252818. 

Crimestoppers. 

Call in complete confidence, Freephone 0800 
555111 

Street lighting. Faulty lights please telephone 
freephone 0800 317802 and report the number 
on the lamp. 

Dog nuisance. Telephone 252914 and tell the 
dog warden about the animals. Out of hours 
240924. 

Pollution. Have you seen pollution in our 
streams and rivers? Telephone the National 
Rivers Authority on (0800) 807060 immediately. 
Junk mail. If you wish to limit the receipt of 
unsolicited mail, write to the mailing preference 
service, FREEPOST 22 London W1E (no stamp 
required). They will send you a form on which to 
request their member organisations not to send 
you unsolicited mail. IT IS FREE and IT 
WORKS. 

Garden Refuse. The City Council will provide 
green waste sacks at 50p each, and collect 

up to two sacks per week . Tel. 752912. 
Pavement hazards and crumbling 

roads. Have you seen loose slabs, 

broken kerb stones, blocked road 

drains, gravel and silt after floods? 

What about potholes? Telephone 

747390. 

Noise. Noise can do your head in! 

Telephone 252556 for some peace. 

Pest control. Call the Bug Busters at 
Environmental Health on 252384. 

Bulk Rubbish Collection. Don’t fall over it! Call 
725912. No building wastes. Ask if they safely 
remove from fridges and freezers poisonous 
C.F.C. gases which destroy the ozone layer. 

B.B. Leys Parish Council... ...712620 
Cuddesdon Family Centre 
Adventure playground 
Leisure Centre 

Peers Sport Centre 
Doctors Surgery 

Advice Centre 

Youth Centre 

Dovecote Centre 
Swimming POOI. 

B.B Leys Library. 

Health Visitors... 
Syringes and needles 


779348 
778244 
770206 
772886 
712299 


.. 249811. 


Housing 


City Council Local Housing Offices Blackbird 
Leys 3 Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford 
OX4 5JH. Telephone 01865718811 


Open all day Monday to Thursday 9am until 
5pm. Friday 9am until 4.30pm. 
Out of hours emergency service for Oxford City 
Council Tenants: 
Leys Residents Association. Make sure your 
voice is heard. To positively contribute to 
improvements to “Leys Estate’, Contact the asso- 
ciation at: The Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, 
Blackbird Leys. Telephone Ox 712244. 
Cherwell Housing Trust (Miranda Clarke): 
722711 or fax 790702. Mondays 2-5pm: 717210. 
Ealing Family Housing Association (Rhiannion 
Jones and Elaine Partridge): 712244 or fax 
WAQU2N: 
Oxford Citizens Housing Association (Phil 
Hardy). Blackbird Leys Office:714509 or fax 
717404. Head Office: 773555. 

Northcote Housing Association: Tel: Oxford 

712244. 


Oxford City Homes: Tel: Oxford 718811. 


Police 
Community Beat Officers: PC 
4350 Steve Fredericks, PC 4491 
Martin Biddell, WPC 77 Pat 
McQovern and PC 2424 Bill 
Pennington: Oxford 266411. This 
number is an answerphone that may not 
get checked for 48 hours. Use this number 
for passing info to community beat officers or 
requests for them to contact you on a non- 
urgent basis. 
Customer Services: This is answered in person 
90% of the time. Use this number for reporting 
incidents that do not need police attendance, eg: 
theft of cycles, minor damage etc., with no wit- 
nesses. Call Oxford 266333. 
Oxford Control Room: This number will be 
answered by the switchboard - please ask for 
Oxford Control Room. To report crime or an inci- 
dent that DOES require police attendance. Call 
Oxford 266000. 
Cowley Police Station: Oxford 749909. 
Crime Stoppers: Freephone 0800 555111. For 


confidential information for Community Police 
Officers. 

Police Emergency: Just call 999. For threats to 
life or crime that is taking place as you see it, eg: 
an assault or burglary that is taking place. 
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Weekly Events 


MONDAY 
Drop in Creche 
After School Club 


Aerobics 


TUESDAY 
Cedars Club 
Career Guidance 


Step exercise 

After School Club 
Afca Drop in Session 
Boxercise 


WEDNESDAY 
After School Club 
Cedars Club 
New Ol'Leys 
Lunch Club 
Oxford Community 
Education Group 


THURSDAY 
Career Guidance 


Body Blitz Fitness 
Carer & Toddler Group 


Step exercise 
After School Club 
Kick Boxing 

Sin & Slim 


FRIDAY 
Legs, Bums & Tums 
Bingo for Over 50s 


SATURDAY 
Karate Club 
Councillors Surgeries 


10 - 1 pm. £1.50 per child Dovecote Centre. 
3.15 - 4.45 pm for 5 12 yr olds, 

at the Dovecote Centre - 50p. 

6 - 7 pm. The Barn - £2.50. 


Re 


— 


9 am - 4 pm at the Clockhouse. 

9 am. - 1 pm. At the Oxford College of Further Education Library, 
Blackbird Leys. 

10 am - 11 am Leisure Centre. 

3.15 - 4.45 pm for 5 to 12 yr olds - Dovecote Centre 50p. 

6 - 8.30 pm at the Holy Family Church Hall. 

7.30 - 8.30 pm Leisure Centre. 


3.15 - 4.45 pm for 5 to 12 yr olds Dovecote Centre 50p. 

9 am - 4 pm at the Clockhouse. 

12 - 2 pm Dovecote Centre. All ages welcome. 

& Toy Library. 

5.30 - 7.30 pm study session for 9+ olds of 
Afro-Caribbean origin, term time only at the Youth Centre. 


9 am - 1 pm - Oxford College of Further Education Library, Blackbird 
Leys 

10 - 11 am Leisure Centre. 

10 - 11.30 am Dovecote Centre. All welcome 50p per session. 

Also toy library. 

11.15 - 12.15 pm Leisure Centre. 

3.15 - 4.45 pm for ages 5 to 12 yr olds 50p. 

6.30 - 8.30 pm at the Barn Adults £2.50 Juniors £2. 

7 pm fitness classes, Blackbird Leys or at Cowley Reformed Church, 
Temple Road at 6.30 pm. 


10 - 11 am & 11.15 am - 12.15 pm Leisure Centre. 
7.30 - 9.30 pm The Clockhouse. 


10 - 11 am The Barn for ages 5 to 12 yr old £2 per session. 
11 - 12 pm Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 


SSue 13 OF LEYS MEWS (LEYS CHI) 
PyLlouT | 


Your views 
matter! 


(If you receive Leys News this 
questionnaire is for you!) 


ae a chance to let us know what. 

you think about life in Blackbird 

Leys and enter a free draw to | 
win a 

£50 shopping voucher 


PLEASE RETURN BY: MONDAY 11!'! JANUARY 


to an address on the back of this form........... 


1. What services in Blackbird Leys should be given more attention and investment? 


Under 8’s activities C] Training oO Youth activities C 
Schooling O Services for older people Oj Access to computers O 
Family support Oj Health service C Others sn csnassasesheeweeetates 


2. What do you think are the most important issues for action in Blackbird Leys? 
(Tick 3 boxes) 


Drug abuse Cc Traffic/speeding cars O Leisure facilities O 
Vandalism CO Public transport O Other on teherccsetetess 
Policing | Employment OJ distiva wigs padelsesmasirediek ed 
Shops Ol Housing improvement Cc 


3. What sort of training might you or your family be interested in taking up now or 
during the next 5 years? (Tick as many as apply) 


Computing oO Construction O Parenting skills O 
Childcare CO Office skills O English as 2™ language CJ 
Careers/employment advice O Play-scheme work | 

Improved reading/maths CO Othe sasiie Mooseinededhaieoneesetnnccdsanrsse dau eran ness 


4. In addition to advice on welfare benefits and debt, what do you think are the most 
important types of advice needed in Blackbird Leys? (Tick up to 3 boxes) 


Housing advice oO Employment rights Cc Immigration advice CO 
Family break-up C] Anti-social behaviour OC Consumer advice CT 
Other i seats sntetawendedenicney cedex cculseletay scttpaaw asa dsebteavek wed cote dtousee 


5. Which types of service would you prefer the Blackbird Leys Advice Centre to provide? 
(Tick up to 3 boxes ) 


Drop in (no appointment) O Home visits O Appointment O 
Sessions in other places O Telephone advice C) Don’t know CO 
One hts te vitca vied ntlctenaua sbataabndooncdetivans 


6. Have you heard about Oxford Community Mediation and know what they do? 


Haven’t heard oO Have heard, but don’t O Have heard and CT 
about them know what they do. know what they do. 


10. Please tell us your views about: 
1) WHAT YOU LIKE ABOUT LIFE IN BLACKBIRD LEYS? 


2) WHAT YOU DISLIKE ABOUT LIFE IN BLACKBIRD LEYS? 


3) WHAT YOU THINK NEEDS DOING OR PROVIDING TO MAKE LIFE HERE BETTER? 


And finally.......about you: The answers that you have given in this questionnaire will remain 
confidential, but we will need to know your name and address if you want to be entered in the 


prize draw! 
Name: Type of housing: 
City Homes rented OC 
Address: Housing Association rented O 
Shared ownership OC 
Private rented O 
Postcode: Own house O 


THANK YOU for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire. The results will be published in 
a future edition of Leys News. 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE BY MONDAY11'" JANUARY to: 


Blackbird Leys Advice | The Farmhouse Jubilee Hall Delteys Supermarket 
Centre, Nightingale Avenue | c/o 38 Sorrell Road | Blackbird Leys Road 
96 Blackbird Leys Rd. 


This questionnaire has been produced by: the Blackbird Leys Community Development Initiative, Blackbird Leys Advice Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre, Oxford Community Mediation, and Cherwell Housing Trust, Northcote, Ealing Family and Oxford 
Citizens Housing Associations, in consultation with other local groups and service providers. 


10. Please tell us your views about: 
1) WHAT YOU LIKE ABOUT LIFE IN BLACKBIRD LEYS? 


2) WHAT YOU DISLIKE ABOUT LIFE IN BLACKBIRD LEYS? 


3) WHAT YOU THINK NEEDS DOING OR PROVIDING TO MAKE LIFE HERE BETTER? 


And finally.......about you: The answers that you have given in this questionnaire will remain 
confidential, but we will need to know your name and address if you want to be entered in the 


prize draw! 
Name: Type of housing: 
City Homes rented CO 
Address: Housing Association rented O 
Shared ownership O 
Private rented O 
Postcode: Own house CO 


THANK YOU for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire. The results will be published in 
a future edition of Leys News. 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE BY MONDAY11™ JANUARY to: 


Blackbird Leys Advice | The Farmhouse Jubilee Hall Delteys Supermarket 
Centre, Nightingale Avenue | c/o 38 Sorrell Road | Blackbird Leys Road 
96 Blackbird Leys Rd. 


This questionnaire has been produced by: the Blackbird Leys Community Development Initiative, Blackbird Leys Advice Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre, Oxford Community Mediation, and Cherwell Housing Trust, Northcote, Ealing Family and Oxford 
Citizens Housing Associations, in consultation with other local groups and service providers. 


